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441 don't see why it should/'
"It's so absurd. There is not such a thing as
superstition really. Green can't hurt you, crossed
knives don't matter, robins are just little birds,
and some magpies fly alone. It worries me that
it should worry you."

He tried to laugh it off, but all the time she
had the feeling that she was touching some un-
reasonable quality that he strove to hide from
her. He was embarrassed that it should agitate her,
and in his heart he knew that it was a foolish fault.
He said: " Hilda Neale thinks as I do."

"She encourages you. That is the thing that
I hate so much. All the time that wretched
woman is encouraging you in something that is
extremely bad for you."

" But that's nonsense. How can it be bad for
me?"

She had the feeling that he was getting an-
noyed, and adopted a quieter tone.

"One.of these days you'll get one of those
horrid angina attacks just because you have
worried yourself to death over a robin, or a mag*
pie, or something equally unimportant."

"Now, darling, don't be a goose!"

She knew then that he did not intend to change
his ways. It was quite plain. And perhaps tha^pras
putting it hardly, perhaps it was that he couldn't.

This thing had a hold upon him, and she knew
it She said no more.

They got back to Clifton when the primroses
were over and the narcissi were out in the grass
along the edge of the pine walk. Summer was
walking hot upon the heels of spring, and Doreen